Life With God

Study Two:  The Great Divide

Summary of Study One:  God gave man great dignity and responsibility in creation.  He was invited into a relationship with God as God’s regent in the creation.  This is a high and lofty calling.  In this role, God undertook meeting man’s need by supplying him a helper.  So not only was God willing to give him responsibility, he was working to meet man’s needs in the process.  The final glimpse of the man and the woman together without any shame is almost unimaginable isn’t it?  God’s design of meaningful interaction and cooperation of man with God is truly a beautiful picture of His heart toward us.  

Follow Up from Study One:  Because the first study involved looking at two chapters, you may want to finish discussing those questions before continuing with Study Two.  There is no need to rush these sessions.  Either way, be sure to answer both of these questions as a group before you start the second study. 

1. Have each person share one thought that has stayed with them from the first study.  As you do, describe what impact this thought has had on your life, (actions, feelings, thoughts etc.)
2. Share which exercise you did and what came from that exercise.  (There were three exercises, one regarding reflecting on the job of naming the animals, the second on thanking God for all He has given you and the third was reflecting on marriage. These were listed at the end of Study One.) What did you do and what did the Lord teach you from the steps you took? 
Introduction to Study Two:  Something is horribly wrong.  Yes, there is much about life that is amazing.  The creation proclaims the glory of God.  But the presence of evil creates all kinds of problems for humanity.  Creation is described as suffering in Romans 8: 20-22 because of this condition.  This study considers this problem at its beginning.  Because this is a familiar passage take some time as a group to prepare for your discussion.  Begin your time by praising God from Psalm 8.  Just say sentence prayers (simple short statements) to God praising Him for his Creation.  Then ask for His help as you discuss these questions. 
1. Read Genesis 3.
2. The serpent questions the woman about God.  What is the nature of those questions?  What do those questions suggest about God?

3. Where do you think Adam was during this conversation between the woman (she wasn’t named Eve until after the fall) and the serpent?

4. What do you think the woman began to believe about God as she took the fruit?

5. What does verse 8 suggest about the normal way God and man communicated before the fall?

6. How did eating the fruit change the man and woman’s interaction with God?  What emotions did they have when they heard God? What did they do?

7. Creation changed because of the fall.  List all the ways you can find in this chapter.

8. Why did God remove man from the garden?  Was this an act of judgment or mercy?

9. What promise does God make to the woman about her seed?  Do you know who this refers to?

Summary:  Sin changed everything.  That is why Romans 8 says the creation actually “groans”. But there is something deep inside people that changed as well. Instead of completely trusting God and being comfortable in His presence, we lost our trust in God.  We believe the wrong things about Him.  We believe that He is self serving in some kind of way that means He is holding out on us.  In other words, we doubt He is truly good.  In our sinfulness, it is hard to imagine one who is completely righteous.   This is a great hindrance to truly trusting God.  
Practical Exercises:
1. Reflect on the prevalence of sin.  Make a list of professions that would no longer be needed if there was no sin in the world.  This may be harder than you think because of how much we assume sin’s presence.

2. Reflect on work before the fall.  What does it mean that we “sweat”?  How would work be done without “sweat”?
3. Make a list of “thanksgivings”.  Pray this list two times before the next session to help you balance any negative thoughts about life, God and circumstances you may have.   
