Life With God

Study Twenty: Bringing Change to Others

Review from Study Nineteen:   As followers of Jesus Christ we can seek to be a change agent or blessing to our environment.  We can seek to do the kinds of deeds that make a difference.  This will require some thought and, more importantly, prayer to manage.  Share with the group your response to this study. Here are the exercises as a reminder.  

1. Pray!!!  (Kind of obvious huh?)  Pray for your boss, for your company, for our city, and for the country.  Make a list of individuals you will pray for on a regular basis. 

2. Look for a need you can fill.  Consider your neighborhood, your workplace etc.  Look for something that needs to be done, or could be done to improve things.  Quietly, without fanfare, do it.

3. Prepare a list.  Make a list of people at your workplace and positive qualities you see in them.  Keep a running list and review it periodically.  Look for opportunities to speak a positive word to them about what you see.  

Introduction to Bringing Change to Others  
We all probably have a variety of impressions about the idea of sharing our faith.  Some of our impressions may be joyous because we saw someone actually come to faith in Jesus.  Other impressions may make us uncomfortable, because we have observed someone share their faith in an extremely insensitive way.  You may see a very different path open up for you as you consider the passages in this study.  As always, pray for the Lord to help you as you reflect on His word. 

1. Read 1 Peter 3: 14 – 16.
a. What could cause fear?  Why shouldn’t we be fearful?

b. What does it mean to sanctify Christ as Lord?

c. What does it mean to be ready to make a defense?  What is the CONTENT of such a defense?

d. What attitude should we have as we do this?

e. Why would anyone ask us a question? What does this presume?

f. Why is keeping a good conscience important?  

Before moving on to the next section, consider this question.   How do you know what you know about God?  Western culture has increasingly pushed “religious” information into the realm of conjecture or “belief”, not something you can actually know.  Give some thought to how you actually can KNOW spiritual truth.  What does that mean?  (Some more information will be given on this topic in some Sunday morning messages in the coming year.) 

2. Read Matthew 5: 13 – 16.  What does it mean to be salt and light?  What is it that people actually see?  What is the result of this?

3. Read Matthew 4: 17.   As Jesus preached the gospel, He gave one command and one reason.  What were they?  How does His presentation compare with what we often hear as “the gospel”? 
4. Read Matthew 7:6.  What do you think this means?  (Is Jesus saying we should view some people with disgust and view them as dogs and pigs?)  Consider the previous 5 verses about judging!  How do these verses affect the meaning of this instruction?  (Hint:  Are pearls anything pigs can use or need?  What do they need?)  
5. Discuss this question:  What is good news about the gospel?  (The word gospel means good news by the way.)  What is the gospel (news) about?  

Summary:  Our resistance to sharing our faith may have its source in two different areas.  The first may be a fear of some kind of rejection.  If our goal is to go through life without any kind of suffering, we are going to be disappointed.  We all experience some kind of suffering.  The question is, will we suffer for what is good and right?  Will we suffer for something that matters?  Although rejection may not be pleasant, it is not a form of “suffering” we should fear.  It (rejection) is a normal part of life.  Everyone experiences it for one reason or another.  Why shouldn’t we be willing to face it for something as important as Jesus’ message?

 The second area may be a lack of understanding of just how good the news truly is.  If we are not living life “alive” to God in His Kingdom, we may have the wrong idea.  We may be thinking we are offering people a solution that they will only need on their death bed.  If we are not living lives of joy, peace and righteousness in the Holy Spirit right now,  it is difficult to tell other people about it.  As we embrace the reality of life with God and enjoy the peace and purpose it gives us, we will want to share that life with others.  As we begin to live it, we will have opportunities to explain it to others.   If we have prepared ourselves for just such a moment, we will have ways to speak naturally about a life with God made possible by faith in Jesus Christ. 
Practical Exercises:
1. Make a list of the good things about life with God.  Reflect on how your life is different now than it was 5 years ago.  How would you explain the change to someone?

2. Think about the key ideas in sharing the good news with someone about Jesus Christ.  Practice explaining them to someone.  
3. Pray for an opportunity to share your faith with someone else.

