Life With God

Study Sixteen: Managing our Resources

Review of Study Fifteen:  Worship is an all encompassing posture toward God.  It can involve various types of activities but it must flow from a heart filled with delight that God is God, that He is worthy of His rightful place over everything as Creator and Sustainer.  Here are the suggestions for practical exercises from this study. Share with the group which one you did and what you learned.

1. Read Revelation 4: 1 – 10.  Over the course of a week pray the praises of the 24 elders.  Meditate on the meaning of each phrase.

2. Pray through a selection of psalms.  Make up a song to go with one you particularly enjoy.

3. Reflect on how you spend your time and money.  What do they say about what you truly worship?

Introduction to Managing our Resources:  The Bible teaches clearly in Genesis One that God has given man a significant place in His creation.  It is one that involves ruling or reigning.  Every single person has some say over a part of creation.  Some obviously have “say” over more than others do, but everyone has say over something.  What we do with our “something” reflects our values and our understanding of our place in His creation.  We can manage it for His kingdom or we manage it for our own interests.  Consider these passages as they speak to the two main categories of our control, our time and our money.  
1. Read Ephesians 5: 15 – 16.  What does Paul counsel?  How would you go about doing this?
2. Read Galatians 6: 9.  What is the counsel here?  What are the things we will do if we aren’t patient?  How does this speak to our instant gratification culture?

3. Under the Law, the Jews were supposed to rest every 7th day, the Sabbath.  This obviously was a action that was meant to direct their hearts toward God.  Consider these verses … Ezekiel 20: 12 and 20.  What possible link do you see between keeping the Sabbaths and “knowing God”? Does this make a case for the spiritual discipline of solitude? 

4. Consider this statement.   “Rest/solitude is to time what giving is to money, each require a step of faith.”
5. Read 1 Timothy 5: 8.  This verse is in the context of the church caring for widows and orphans.  What do you think Paul means when he writes “provide for his own?”  As we are managing our money, what is one primary consideration?

6. Read 1 Thessalonians 4: 11.  What is the motive given for working?  What do we do with the resources that we earn?

7. Read 2 Corinthians 9: 6 – 8.  What is the principle of giving that Paul teaches here?  Specifically, for what reason are we given “an abundance?”  (Is Paul saying this is how we will get a lot of “stuff” for ourselves or for some other purpose?) 

8. Read Luke 16: 10, 11.  What do you think Jesus means when He speaks of being faithful with little things?  What are the true riches He speaks of? 

9. Discuss this question.  What is the difference between “needs” and “desires”?  How can the materialism of our culture lead us to get in over our heads financially? 

Summary:  The obvious point here is that God wants us to be good managers of the resources entrusted to us.  How we spend our time and our money shows our truest and deepest values.  Cultivating a biblical mindset in these areas goes much deeper than one study can cultivate.  Consider these additional steps for further growth.

Practical Exercises:  
1. Take Financial Peace the next time it is offered in our church or here in the area.

2. Join a Crown Ministries Study.  (We may be offering these soon.)

3. Do a word study on money.  What does Jesus say about it? 
4. Write a budget if you don’t have one.  Do you have all of your needs covered?  If not, what can you do to change this?

5. Evaluate your giving.  Is it in line with the teaching in 2 Corinthians 9?  (Cheerful? Under compulsion? With purpose? From the heart?) 

6. Evaluate your week.  How much time do you spend in front of the television?  At work? With family? With the Lord? Etc?  Are you living in a way that makes the most of the time?

