Life With God

Study Seventeen: “With God in our Workplaces”

Review of Study Sixteen:  All of our resources truly are entrusted to us by God.  How we use them reflects what we truly value.  Jesus spoke about being faithful.  Share with the group what impressed you most from the study, and what follow up steps you are going to take.  (Many of the suggestions can not be done in a week’s time. Share your plans with the group.)  Here are the suggestions from Study Sixteen: 
1. Take Financial Peace the next time it is offered in our church or here in the area.

2. Join a Crown Ministries Study.  (We may be offering these soon.)

3. Do a word study on money.  What does Jesus say about it? 

4. Write a budget if you don’t have one.  Do you have all of your needs covered?  If not, what can you do to change this?

5. Evaluate your giving.  Is it in line with the teaching in 2 Corinthians 9?  (Cheerful? Under compulsion? With purpose? From the heart?) 

6. Evaluate your week.  How much time do you spend in front of the television?  At work? With family? With the Lord? Etc?  Are you living in a way that makes the most of the time?

Introduction to “Living with God in our Workplaces”

Work was not a curse from God.  Work is meaningful activity that produces some good.  Adam had work to do before the Fall.  Unfortunately, with the Fall, there is a difficulty about our work that wasn’t there before.  It is important we come to understand that our places of work are far more than just a source of income.  How we do our work really reflects our understanding of what it means to live in God’s kingdom and “with Him”.  

1. Read Proverbs 18: 9.   What does it mean to be “slack” in our work?  Why is this destructive?
2. Read Colossians 3: 22-24.  Although the first verse in this passage is addressed to slaves, reflect on how this verse applies to your work.  What does it mean to do your work heartily as unto the Lord?  

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4: 11, 12.  What does it mean to behave properly toward outsiders?  
4. Read 2 Thessalonians 3: 8 – 11.  Describe what kind of situation you think Paul was addressing in this church?  Do you see anyone trying to live that way today?  How do we apply this principle to our situation?

5. It is wrong to think we function differently in our “work” life and our “home” life.   Certainly the relationships are a bit different, but does this mean that because it is “business” that we treat people with disrespect or in unloving ways?  What does it mean to love those around you at your job?  Discuss the difference between relationships at work and relationships at home (or in the church).  What differences should be there?  What differences shouldn’t?   
6. Discuss what challenges there are to living with God where you work.  Is it hard to be known as a Christian where you work?  Why?  What can you do about it?

7. Spend some extra time in your study breaking down into smaller groups of 2 or 3 and pray for some individuals where you work.  Ask God to bless them through your life in the coming month.  

Summary:  Our work place is the predominate place of our discipleship or apprenticeship to Jesus.  We spend much of our time there, so naturally it should be seen as a place of learning how to live “with God.” This is where the “reality” of daily life meets the “reality” of the kingdom of God.  It is clear that we should work hard and carefully for those who employ us.  It is also clear that our work is a statement about our attitude toward God.   We should do it in a way that seeks to please the Lord, rather than seeking to please men.  Work is also the place where we will have most regular contact with those who don’t know Jesus.  (The obvious exceptions are those who work for a Christian ministry.)   

Practical Exercises:  

1. Reflect on your job performance at work.  Setting aside your last performance review, what would Jesus say about it?  Pray and ask the Lord to show you His perspective.  Think of some steps you can take to change in that area.  

2. Pray for some people at work.  Ask the Lord to bless them.  Do this regularly for a month and see what happens.

3. Consider some additional reading or training that would help you do your work more effectively.  

