Life With God

Study Fourteen: Loving Others

Review from Study Thirteen:  This study reflected on our souls.  A diagram was considered, reflecting how the soul makes a unity of our lives.  Additional passages, primarily from the Psalms, were reviewed with this diagram in mind.  The exercise was to pick one of these verses and develop a response to it.  Share what you did in response the scripture you chose.  

Introduction:

When asked what the greatest commandment was, Jesus answered with a statement about loving God and loving our neighbor.  We know that love is important.  The problem is learning how to love.  It is important to remember that throughout these studies we are NOT trying to tack individual “laws” on to our life to earn God’s favor.  Instead, we are seeking His inner transformation of our lives.  So as we look at this teaching about love, realize our goal is not to “act loving”, but to truly “be loving”.

1. Think of someone you love.  How does that affect your interaction with them?
2. What are the risks of loving someone?

3. How does Jesus define love?  (John 14: 12, 13)

4. Read Matthew 5:  43 – 46.   Does this seem difficult?  How would this kind of love be possible?

5. Read 1 John 4: 16 – 21.  What is the source of our love?  (Or why do we love?) What is the relationship between our love for God and our reaction to others?

6. Obviously in these contexts love is not a feeling or emotional attachment to people.  We don’t always “feel” loving in this kind of way.  So how would you define love as described in these verses?

7. Interact with this definition:  Love is the settled determination and inclination to always seek another’s good.  (What does this definition include?  What does it leave out?)

8. Read 1 Corinthians 13.  This passage doesn’t tell us how to love, but instead shows us a description of what we would look like if we loved.  What qualities are most striking to you?  What importance is placed on love in this passage?

9. How could you have this kind of love?

Summary:  Our popular culture uses the word love in many ways that are at great odds with the way Jesus uses it.  Love is not a warm feeling. It is not sexual lust.  It is not simple affection.  It is deeper and stronger and more powerful than all of those.  It is the very nature of God.  Loving isn’t safe unless we have learned to live with God, because it entails risk and personal cost.  When we are alive to God and living in His kingdom, we will be able to risk allowing His love to flow through us to others. 
Practical Exercises
1. Meditate on 1 Corinthians 13.  
2. Meditate on 1 John 4: 16 – 21.   How do you come to “know” the love of God?

3. Ask God to fill you with His love for someone you tend to view negatively.  What happens in your thoughts as you pray this prayer? 
