Life With God

Study Four:  Beginning the Journey with God by Understanding Jesus’ Work.

Follow Up from Study Three:  Taking a long look at heaven can be kind of difficult.  The glimpses we get in the Scripture are so different than our day-to-day experience.  The book of Revelation is at best a bit confusing with all of the imagery and events it describes.  You kind of want a nice chart all laid out with a timeline.  But despite the difficulties of understanding heaven, the picture we do get is that God has an eternal future in mind for us filled with incredible interaction with Him.  Here are the practical exercises from the third study.  Share which one you did with the group and what you experienced as you did it.  
1. Memorize Colossians 3: 1 - 4.  Meditate on what it means to set your mind on the things above.  

2. Pray Revelation 5 before the Lord asking him to bring people from all nations to him.  Use this as a chance to pray for our missionaries and for areas that have no missionaries.
3. Spend some time worshipping Jesus with the words used in Revelation 5 giving him honor for what He has accomplished for us.  
Introduction to Study Four:  A simple outline of the first three sessions might look like this.
1. Things started well.

2. Things went terribly wrong.

3. God restores things in the end.
The question before us in this study is how does God restore all things?  The story begins all the way back in Genesis when God makes a promise to Adam and Eve.  However it is explained by Jesus in terms that we don’t use much today as we “share the gospel”.  During this session you will look at a number of scripture passages that speak of Jesus’ work.  This session coupled with the fifth study will deepen our appreciation of who Jesus is and what He has done.  It will also give us multiple ways to talk about the “gospel.”  
1. Read Genesis 3: 14- 15.   Normally “seed” refers to the offspring of men.  The expression “seed of the woman” would be unusual.  Who do you think this is referring to?  What do you think is meant by the reference to bruising the head and bruising the heel?  
2. Read the “I AM” statements in the gospel of John:  In each of the verses Jesus makes a statement beginning with “I am”.   As you look at each one, discuss these questions. 
a. What does Jesus say He is?
b. What does Jesus say to do about this statement?  (He talks about coming, or eating, etc.)
c. What is the result if someone will respond that way?
Passages:

John 6: 48 – 51

John 8: 12
John 9: 5
John 10: 7 – 10

John 10: 11 – 15

John 11: 25 – 26

John 14: 6

John 15: 1-5

3. Read Philippians 3: 8 – 11.   Where did Paul say his faith was?  In what way do we “get” the righteousness of Jesus?

4. Discuss this statement.  Our faith is not so much in an agreement or arrangement that God has made, but in a living person (Jesus) who we are trusting to be right about everything. 

Summary:  There are all kinds of ways to think about salvation.  We often use court room analogies that reflect some kind of judicial process.  We sinned.  Jesus paid the “fine”.  We get off.  The question then becomes how does this “payment” get applied to my account.  But in all of the metaphors Jesus used to describe himself, there was a much more interactive and relational component.  He said words like follow me; abide in me; go in through me.  Maybe the most difficult of all of these statements was eat my body and drink my blood.  What emerges from these images is that Jesus is calling us to trust HIM.   Yes, He did pay the penalty.  Yes, God is righteous in all He does.  But it isn’t a legal contract I am trusting. I am trusting God.  I am trusting Jesus.  We could make this distinction.  If I am going to a concert I need a ticket to get in.  There is no relationship with the person at the door.  If my ticket passes scrutiny, I am in.  But eternal life is relational.  When I used to travel to my parents’ house to visit them, I wasn’t worried about needing a ticket to get inside.  
Practical Exercises
1. Pick one of the “I am” statements of Jesus to meditate on this week. Pray through the passage and ask the Lord to teach you something about who Jesus is. 
2. Ask the Lord to give you a chance to talk to one person about his/her relationship with God this week.  See who he brings into your life.
3. Make a list of what you are currently trusting Jesus about.  Think about what should be on your list but isn’t.  
