Life With God

Study Fifteen: Enriching our Worship

Review from Study Fourteen:  God is love.  The scriptures are quite clear about this.  To live with God, we must learn His kind of love.  It not something we can tack on to our lives, but something that really has to permeate all the dimensions of our lives.  Refusing to live in love is essentially refusing to live with God. Here are the three practical exercises from this study.  Share which one you did and how you saw God using it in your life.  Of course, if you did something else, share that as well.  

1. Meditate on 1 Corinthians 13.  

2. Meditate on 1 John 4: 16 – 21.   How do you come to “know” the love of God?

3. Ask God to fill you with His love for someone you tend to view negatively.  What happens in your thoughts as you pray this prayer? 

Introduction to Study Fifteen:  The word often translated worship in the Bible has the root idea of bowing down or prostrating oneself before someone or something.  This is obviously a posture that is meant to honor or show respect toward whatever is being addressed in this way.  But as Christians of this century, we have attached the word “worship” to a type of music and a portion of our regular church gatherings.  Consider the different ideas conveyed in these passages about worship. 
1. Read Deuteronomy 26:  1 – 15.  This was the instruction given to the nation of Israel about the annual pilgrimage they were to make to appear before the place of the Lord’s choosing.  What did their “worship” look like?  (Compare this to 1 Samuel 1: 3-5.  Was Elkanah practicing what Deuteronomy 26 instructed?  What did this look like for his family?)
2. What reasons are given for worshipping God in Psalm 29?  

3. Read Psalm 66.  What reasons are given for worshipping God?  What actions are done to worship God?  Who is called to worship God?  Who will eventually worship God?

4. Read John 4: 20 – 24.   Jesus is talking with the Samaritan woman.  What question does she ask about worship?  How does Jesus answer it?  What does His answer mean?
5. Read Matthew 15: 8 – 9.  What is vain worship?  

6. Read Romans 12: 1.  What is our spiritual worship?

7. The nation of Israel was repeatedly warned of worshipping false gods.  What false gods or idols do people (Christian and non-Christian alike) worship?  How is this worship carried out?

8. Read Rev. 4: 9 -11.  This is a picture of heavenly worship.  Feel free to read more of the passage.  What characterizes the heavenly scene?

9. Develop a definition of worship. 
Summary:   It is evident that the root idea of bowing before someone has to do with honor.  Since we were created by God, and He has done great things to continue to bless us and reach out to us, He deserves every honor we can bestow upon Him.  Romans 12:1 says that every part of our body should be submitted to Him.  In the Old Testament tithes were brought to the Levites to reflect that the increase given that year was from His hand of provision.  Vain worship is going through any motion of worship without a requisite heart that truly wants to honor God.  It seems then that the best way we can enrich any worship that we participate in is to get our hearts in the right place.  
Practical Exercises: 
1. Read Revelation 4: 1 – 10.  Over the course of a week pray the praises of the 24 elders.  Meditate on the meaning of each phrase.

2. Pray through a selection of psalms.  Make up a song to go with one you particularly enjoy.

3. Reflect on how you spend your time and money.  What do they say about what you truly worship? 
