Life With God

Study Eight:  Developing Intimacy with Jesus

Review from Study Seven:

The last study was about opposition.  We noted the different obstacles and forces at work to oppose us in our pursuit of living life with God and for Him.  Take some time as a group to share which exercise you experimented with, and what the Lord has been teaching you as we have been doing these studies.  

Practical Exercises from Study Seven:  

1. Memorize Ephesians 6: 10 – 19.   As you encounter difficulty, consider if there is some spiritual force at work against you.  Pray for God to work and fill your mind with the truths in this passage.  

2. Ask the Lord to help you learn the practice of walking in the Spirit.  (Galatians 5: 16)  Approach each day this week with a prayer that God will help you hear Him and follow Him that day.

3. Pray for the difficult people in your life.  Ask the Lord to bless them. 

Introduction to Study Eight:
The point of this series has been to consider the different kind of life that comes from living our lives with God as opposed to separated from Him.  In an earlier study we discussed the “I Am” statements of Jesus.  These statements showed us that Jesus has done all that is necessary to restore our relationship with God.  Another section in John, chapters 13 – 17, records one evening of instruction that Jesus gave his disciples just prior to His crucifixion and resurrection.  He was preparing them for what they would experience when He was no longer physically present with them.  We have already studied a portion of this section, those verses relating to the Holy Spirit.  In this study we will consider what it means to develop intimacy with Jesus.  As you discuss these questions be sure to look at the context for each of these passages.  Looking at the verses before and after each of the verse(s) may help you with your understanding.
1. Read John 14: 6, 7 and answer these questions.
a. What question has prompted Jesus to say He is the “way”?

b. Why does Jesus use three words, “way”, “truth” and “life” in this statement?  What is communicated by each of these words?   

c. Why does Jesus say that they “know” the Father?

2. Read John 14: 18 – 23 and answer these questions.

a. Why does Jesus say they will see Him when the world can no longer see Him?

b. What is the proof of our love for Jesus according to this passage?

c. If we love Him, what does He promise? 

d. What do you think it means that the Father and Jesus will make their “abode” with the person that loves Them?

3. Read John 15: 1 – 5

a. What do you think it means to abide? (Try to describe this very practically in day to day language.  Does it involve activities, thoughts, actions?  Avoid using the word “abide” in your answers.)

b. What is the fruit that is mentioned in this chapter?

4. Read John 15: 12 – 16

a. What is Jesus’ commandment to us?

b. What is His commitment to us?

5. Sometimes we speak of God’s love as unconditional.  But this passage almost seems to suggest that God’s love is a response to our love.  How would you reconcile this passage with your understanding of God’s love?  
Summary:

Jesus is teaching his disciples about how they are going to relate to him once He is gone physically.  The Spirit was going to be present with them.  In an earlier study we discussed the Spirit’s presence, but in this study we see that we are interacting with the other two members of the Trinity, Father and Son.  This passage teaches us that obedience is a path to more understanding and knowledge of God.  However, it does not teach that God stops loving us when we sin.  John teaches us in 1 John 4: 19 that we love because He first loved us.  So God always loves first.  Our experience and knowledge of that love is vastly deepened by obedience.  Paul asked the question “Should we sin that grace might increase?  The clear answer was no.  We will learn much more of God’s love by obedience than we ever will by disobedience.  
Practical Exercises:  Pick one or more exercises to experiment with this week, and be ready to talk about it next time.  
1. Memorize a verse (or verses) from this study and reflect on it during the week before the next study.
2. Try to spend an hour in silence before the Lord. (What would this look like? Sitting quietly, reading, singing quietly, meditating are just a few examples.  But the real challenge for some will be just “being” in the Lord’s presence instead of “doing”.  Repeating a verse or phrase from the Bible as a short prayer may be a way to quiet your thoughts so that you can listen.)  Find a quiet, comfortable place where you won’t be interrupted.  After the hour write about your experience, describing your feelings and thoughts. 
3. Meditate on the word abide.  Experiment with repeating Jesus’ command… “Abide in me”.. to yourself periodically throughout the day.  Reflect on your experience that day before you go to bed.

