Life With God

Study Three:  God’s Design Restored

Follow up from Study Two:  Before you begin discussing this study share some of the thoughts and reactions that came from the follow up exercises.  Have each person share which of the exercises they did and what they learned or experienced as they were doing it. Here they are as a reminder.

1. Reflect on the prevalence of sin.  Make a list of professions that would no longer be needed if there was no sin in the world.  This may be harder than you think because of how much we assume sin’s presence.

2. Reflect on work before the fall.  What does it mean that we “sweat”?  How would work be done without “sweat”?

3. Make a list of “thanksgivings”.  Pray this list two times before the next session to help you balance any negative thoughts about life, God and circumstances you may have.  
Finish this section by spending some time discussing the prevalence of sin in our society.  Brainstorm on the list of professions that would cease to exist in the absence of sin.  
Introduction to Study Three:  In the first two studies we have discussed the nature of God’s creation and the incredible position of responsibility and relationship that He has given mankind.   Man’s response to God’s instruction amounted to a lack of faith in God’s character and resulted in rebellion.  This first sin substantively changed creation and mankind.  Man is now separated from God.  But that is not God’s desire and He is not going to leave it that way.  We have seen how things began.  Now it is time to see how the “first things”, as Revelation terms them, end.  Understanding this will help us understand God’s heart for His creation and His ultimate plans for us. 

1. Read Revelation 21: 1 – 10 and Revelation 21: 21 – 22:6.

2. What is the first image that captures your attention in this passage?  Explain your reaction to it.
3. Who is present in these scenes?

4. What is absent from these scenes?  (They are specifically mentioned.)

5. What details say something about God’s heart or attitude or character as relating to His creation?

6. Read Revelation 5: 1 – 14

7. Who is going to worship before God?

8. Where are these people from?  (What is noted about them?)

9. What is God going to make of them?

10. Where have you heard this phrase before? (Hint:  Exodus 19)

11.  The text says that they will reign upon the earth.  What do you think this will look like?

Summary: These two passages show God’s heart for His creation.  He is calling out a people who will be His for all eternity.  He wants them to be in an eternal relationship with Himself engaged in priestly and kingly activities.  He is going to give them authority.  They will reign. But there will be no evil opposition present anywhere.  So we see God’s heart is to heal thoroughly what has gone terribly wrong.  The question is how do we go from where we are to what God intends for us?  What do we do in the meantime?  Since we can’t live with God in this way now, how do we live in the present?  That will be the focus of the rest of our studies.  

Practical Exercises 
1. Memorize Colossians 3: 1 - 4.  Meditate on what it means to set your mind on the things above. 
2. Pray Revelation 5 before the Lord asking him to bring people from all nations to him.  Use this as a chance to pray for our missionaries and for areas that have no missionaries.
3. Spend some time worshipping Jesus with the words used in Revelation 5 giving him honor for what He has accomplished for us.  

